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Mobile Computers,
Body Cams Assist Police
The Butler Township Police Department’s recent cruiser
replacements have been upgraded with new mobile
computers and in-car video systems. These systems are
integrated with the department’s new Body Camera Initiative
that will streamline and combine the in-car camera systems
and the new body cams onto a single, digital video platform.
This approach will save the department thousands of dollars
over the life of the system.
Police use of body cameras has become more standardized
over the past decade. Body cameras help many police
agencies by providing transparency to encourage community
trust and accountability. Body cams also record vital evidence and documentation for
the officers as they investigate criminal activity.
“Since we began using the new cameras, we’ve found the found the evidentiary
information to be invaluable,” said Police Chief John Porter. “The body cameras can
capture video in high definition, which helps in better recall and recognition for
investigations.”
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Carbon Monoxide
Detectors Available
Temperatures are falling, and that
means many Butler Township
residents will be firing up gasburning appliances to keep their
homes warm. For the health and
safety of your household, it’s
important to have these appliances
professionally serviced once a year.
In addition, residents should
have at least one working carbon
monoxide detector in the home.
If you don’t have such a device,
you can obtain one, at no cost,
from the Butler Township Fire
Department. The Firefighters and
Company Federal Credit Union has
again this year generously donated
carbon monoxide detectors for
Butler Township residents. They are
available on a first-come, first-served
basis.
If your household
does not have a
carbon monoxide
detector, please
contact the Butler
Township Fire
Department at
937-890-2491.

Now Open
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With an October 19 ribbon-cutting, City Barbeque officially opened for business in Butler Township, at the
former Steak ‘N’ Shake site on Miller Lane.

Trustee Brings
Long Public-Service Career
A life-long member of the Butler Township
community is now serving as township trustee.
Committed to the ideals of transparency and
ethics, Missy Pruszynski, began her first term in
office in January 2020.

Trash Payments,
Made Easy
If you haven’t done so already, don’t
forget to sign up to view and pay
your trash bill online. Just click on
the “View & Pay Your Trash Bill”
button on the butlertownship.com
homepage to make a one-time
payment or create an account for
more advanced features.
Payments can be made by credit
card, debit card, eCheck or text
message for a small convenience fee
of $2.95.
If you have any questions regarding
this service, please call the Township
at 937-898-6735.

A Vandalia-Butler High School graduate, Missy
has a 33-year career in local government,
which began in 1987, when she went to work
at Cassel Hills Golf Course. She since has served
in various departments with the city of Vandalia.
She currently works in the city manager’s office
and is also the city’s deputy clerk of council.
Missy holds a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice administration with distinction,
and has been a representative on the Vandalia Records Commission since 2002.
Through her service as trustee, Missy hopes to improve and protect the quality of
life for the residents. She says her ongoing goals include connecting with residents
and business owners, building community trust and being a voice for the township.
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Doors Open on New Hotels
Two new hotels are coming online in the York Commons/Miller Lane Business District.
Fairfield Inn and Suites and Holiday Inn Express will bring the total number of hotels in Butler
Township to 16, with a total of 1,580 rooms.
Butler Township is home to roughly 25 percent of Montgomery County’s total hotel base and
is a prominent destination for people traveling to the Dayton area. On many weekends these
hotels are at full capacity, and they bring in around $800,000 annually in lodging tax revenue.
The Fairfield Inn is now open for business.
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Fiscal Officer Returns to Post
Greg Brush was elected Butler Township’s fiscal
officer in the fall of 2019, a position he first held
20 years ago, when the title was “clerk.” In fact,
he drafted Butler Township’s first investment
policy as well as a budget policy.
Greg has a long career in public service. A year
after graduating from Wright State University with
a bachelor’s degree in sociology in 1985, he
became a Vandalia police officer. During his more
than twenty years with the police department, he
served as a patrol officer, crime scene technician,
hostage negotiator, shift sergeant and emergency
medical technician, while also performing administrative duties. He holds a master of
public administration degree from Central Michigan University.
In 2007, Greg was appointed Montgomery County Clerk of Courts, and ten years later,
he became Chief Administrator for the Hamilton County Clerk of Courts. He also
served on the Township’s Budget Committee, a citizen advisory board created in 2016
to review township finances and make recommendations to the trustees.

Demolitions Clear Path
for New Development
The site of the former Butler Township
Government Center and police station at
8524-8526 N. Dixie Dr. will soon be vacant.
In August, the trustees awarded the lowest
bidder a project to demolish the buildings, at
a cost just under $49,000.
The township had earlier listed the buildings
for sale and was not able to attract an ideal
plan for the site’s reuse.
“The decision to demolish was prompted by
the new construction of Minster Bank and
the ongoing maintenance concerns with the
buildings,” said Township Administrator
Erika Vogel.
Once the site is restored to green space,

the township plans to market it for new
development that will align with the site’s
current commercial zoning classification.
Also slated for demolition in 2020…
The township has entered into an agreement
to participate in the Montgomery County
Land Bank’s Blight Abatement Program for
the demolition of two dilapidated residential
structures on the south side of Little York
Road, west of Miller Lane.
“Removal of these eyesores will improve the
neighborhood’s appearance and clear the
way for future improvements,” said Vogel.
The township is eligible for a one-to-one
matching grant of up to $34,340 from the
Land Bank, which will cover about one-half
of the project cost.
The Land Bank will also manage the project,
including bidding out the demolition work
and removing the blighted buildings.
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New Newsletter
Keeps You in
the Know
Butler Township, the City of Vandalia and
the Vandalia-Butler City School District
have teamed up to develop a publication
for the Vandalia-Butler community
that will provide news, developments
and updates of common interest to the
residents of all three jurisdictions.
Residents miss the Vandalia Drummer,
the longtime community newspaper that
crossed jurisdictional lines and served
as a trusted, single source of area news.
This new joint newsletter, “CommUNITY
Connection,” will help to fill the gap left
by the loss of that newspaper.
“The leaders of our three jurisdictions
share a strong spirit of collaboration,”
said Township Administrator Erika
Vogel. “We’re proud to serve the greater
community by providing this joint news
source.”
By now, you should have received the
first edition, which will be published
twice a year. You can also visit www.
butlertownship.com to view a digital
version of CommUNITY Connection.

New Hires in the Fire Department
The fire service in Butler Township is
made up of a combination of full- and
part-time personnel. The following
individuals were recently hired:
Nick Erbaugh is a Firefighter/EMT
from Lewisburg. He is currently taking
paramedic training at Sinclair Community
College, and will complete the program
by the end of this year.
Kayla Miller is a Firefighter/EMT. A
graduate from the Miami Valley Career
Technology Center Fire/Emergency
Medical Service program, she was
recently hired as a full-time firefighter
with the Englewood Fire Department.

Nick Erbaugh

Kayla Miller

Chris Moehl

Chris Moehl is a Firefighter/EMT. He
comes to the township with experience at
the Brookville Fire Department.

Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen!™

Did You Change
Your Batteries?
Every time we spring forward or fall
back for the time change, it’s a good
reminder to put fresh batteries in all
home smoke detectors.
While you’re at it, test the devices to
make sure they’ll working properly
in case of a fire.

According to the National Fire Prevention
Association, cooking is the leading cause of
home fires and home-fire injuries in the US.

• If you are simmering, baking, roasting, or
boiling food, check it regularly, and use a
timer to remind you that you’re cooking.

“The most important step you should take
before making a meal is to ‘Serve Up Fire
Safety in the Kitchen!’ said Fire Chief Dan
Alig, referring to the 2020 Fire Prevention
Week theme. “A cooking fire can grow
quickly.”

• Stay alert when cooking. Avoid cooking if
you’re sleepy, on medicine or drugs, or have
been drinking alcohol.

Here are tips from the Butler Township Fire
Department on how to prevent a cooking
fire:
• Never leave cooking food unattended. Stay
in the kitchen while you’re frying, grilling or
broiling. If you have to leave, even for a short
time, turn off the stove.
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• Always keep an oven mitt and pan lid
nearby when you’re cooking. If a small
grease fire starts, slide the lid over the pan to
smother the flame. Turn off the burner, and
leave the pan covered until it is completely
cool.
• Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet
around the stove and areas where hot food
or drink is prepared or carried.

Your Guide to Snow and Ice Control
Keeping snowy, icy roads safe and
passable is a priority for Butler
Township’s Service Department. But
how are decisions made about when
and where to salt or plow? Here are the
details:
• Streets are salted when it appears
the snow and ice will create unsafe
conditions.
• Crews begin to plow roads, generally
after a snowfall of two inches.
• The department’s strategy is to first
address the most heavily traveled roads,
as well as those with hills, curves and
bridges. You can find a complete list
of these “priority roadways” on the
township’s website.
• The Montgomery County Engineer’s
Office is responsible for maintaining
many thoroughfares in the township.

How can you help?
With a little effort, you can be part of the
effort to keep roads safe in snowy or icy
conditions:
• Prior to the snow season, inspect your
mailbox for needed repairs. Any mailbox
located by the road is at risk of damage
from heavy snowfalls. Make sure it is
secure, and while you’re at it, install
reflectors that will make your mailbox
easier to see during snowstorms or at
night.
• Remember to shovel snow at least
2 feet away from the mailbox in every
direction. This will allow snow coming
off the plow to have a place to go instead
of hitting your mailbox. Shoveling to
the sides and front of the box will also
cut down on the amount of snow being
forced back into that area.

Roads Made Better for Less
Last spring saw major paving projects to improve three roadways in Butler Township:
Aullwood Road (West), Stonequarry Road and Brantford Road. To make the
improvements, Butler Township participated in the Montgomery County Engineer’s
2020 Asphalt Overlay Program with several other jurisdictions.
By working with other governments, the township realized cost-saving benefits:
• The Engineer’s Office handled the process of spec and bid-package preparation,
advertising and bidding the projects.
• The township avoided the cost of hiring a consultant for construction administration
and inspection.
“By being a part of our large contract, each jurisdiction gets the advantage of lower
bid prices that usually result from a larger project,” said County Engineer Paul
Gruner. “We usually get very competitive bid prices.”

Follow Butler Township
on Twitter @ButlerTwp
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• When shoveling, place snow to the left
of the driveway or mailbox (when facing
the driveway from the street). This will
minimize the amount of snow that may
be plowed back into your driveways by
snowplows.
• Don’t plow or shovel snow back into
the street. This can create a safety hazard
and also result in that same snow being
pushed back in front of your driveway.
• During any snowfall event over 2
inches, please remember to remove
vehicles from the streets to let the crews
perform a more thorough snow-removal
job.
For more information, please contact the
Service Department at 937-898-6735 or
visit the township’s website at
butlertownship.com.

New Industrial Facility Completed Near Airport
Miller-Valentine Construction recently
completed a large, new project near
the Dayton International Airport. The
522,000-square-foot building, known as
NorthPoint V, is located on 30 acres at the

intersection of Dog Leg Road and Union Park
Boulevard.
It is the fifth industrial facility built in
the area by Kansas City-based developer
NorthPoint Development
and represents an
investment of $27.7
million. Nearby facilities
house manufacturing and
distribution centers for
companies such as Proctor
& Gamble, Crocs, Chewy,
Spectrum and Purina Mills.
NorthPoint estimates the
new project will generate

Grants Available
for Mortgage,
Rent, Utilities
Montgomery County has received
CARES Act funding from the U.S.
Treasury Department to assist
qualified residents who are behind
on housing-related bills because of
the pandemic.
You may be eligible for a grant to
pay past-due mortgage, rent and
utility bills if you’ve lost income after
March 1, 2020, because of layoff,
reduced work hours, furlough, or
pay reduction.
To learn more and apply, please visit
www.mcohiocares.org.

100 new jobs over the next five years,
representing an annual payroll of $4.1
million.
Although technically located in the city
of Dayton, in a 148-acre area annexed
by the city from Butler Township, the two
jurisdictions have agreed to collaborate in
providing services to the new development.
In 2018, Butler Township entered into
an agreement with the city that provides
for the township to receive approximately
one-third of the income tax collected from
the development. In return, the township is
providing police, fire and emergency medical
services to the property.

Beware of Covid-19 Scams
2020 has been a trying year even without
the threat of fraud related to Covid-19. Law
enforcement officials around the country have
seen numerous scams revolving around the
pandemic. It’s important to understand that
anyone can become a victim of fraud, and just
as important to know how to identify fraud.

Watch out for scams such as these:
Fake Contact Tracer – Remember that a legitimate contact tracer for Covid-19 will only
be interested in health information. They will not request money or personal financial
information.
Government Checks – The IRS will not text, call or email you about stimulus checks. Any
communication will be delivered through US Postal Service mail.
Home Test Kits – Please do your research before purchasing an at-home test kit for the
virus. Many of these have not been approved by the FDA.
Robocalls – Hang up on robocalls. These are commonly used to sell low-priced insurance
or advertise work-from-home schemes. They are also often used to threaten consumers into
believing their utilities will be shut off or a family member has been arrested.
Also important – If anyone requests payment in the form of a pre-paid credit card, debit
card or gift card, it is a scam.
If you are ever uncertain about a situation, please don’t hesitate to call the Butler Township
Police Department. Officers are always happy to help you through any fraud situation.
For additional information, please visit: ftc.gov/coronavirus/scams-consumer-advice
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New Hires in the Police Department

Drop Off Your
Brush for Free
Cleaning up the yard is a great way to
spend a fall afternoon outdoors
– but then what to do with the yard
waste?

Timothy Zellers comes to the
department with 13 years of law enforcement
experience, most recently as a sergeant with
the Village of Arcanum. He is an experienced
leader and enjoys community-oriented
policing. Tim lives on a horse farm and
enjoys horseback riding. He and his family
like to vacation in the Tennessee mountains
or on cruise ships.

Robert Linderman has been a police
officer for more than two years, most recently
with the West Milton, and was previously
a reserve officer and a corrections officer
in Tennessee. Robert was adopted from
Romania and is an avid hockey fan following
the Cincinnati Cyclones and the Pittsburg
Penguins.

Program Helps Officers
Address Crisis Situations
Many law
enforcement
agencies
around the
country are looking for positive approaches
to help officers who encounter situations
involving mental-health crises. Since
February, the Butler Township and Vandalia
police departments have been piloting such
an approach – one developed with the help
of the Montgomery County Alcohol, Drug
Addiction & Mental Health Services board.
Meet Michael Spirk
As Vandalia-Butler Community Services
Coordinator, Michael serves as a Crisis
Intervention Team (CIT) co-responder
clinician. He is a graduate of Wright State
University, where he earned a Bachelor’s
degree in psychology and a Master’s degree
in clinical mental health counseling. A
state-licensed professional counselor, he is
employed by South Community.

The Northmont High School graduate grew
up in Englewood and worked in civilian roles
for the Englewood Police during college.
CIT programs create connections
The team brings together law enforcement,
mental health providers, hospital emergency
services and individuals with mental illness
and their families. The program also helps
to keep people with mental illness out of jail
and in treatment.
Locally the program has helped 121
individuals and families. Along with the
initial contact, the program follows up with
each individual and family to continue to
assess needs, provide support, resources
and encouragement, working toward more
positive mental health outcomes.
“As a proactive program, CIT helps to prevent
tragic situations and find win-win solutions
for everyone concerned,” said Butler
Township Police Chief John Porter.
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Butler Township has an easy solution.
Township residents may dispose
of brush for free all year long at
Harris Sod & Seed Yard Waste
and Recycling Center, 8890 Dog
Leg Rd. Proof of residency may be
required. Hours of operation are
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to noon.
Disposal through Rumpke
You may also dispose of limbs
and yard waste with your Rumpke
household trash service.
For regular service
• Limbs and brush must be tied in
bundles no larger than 4 feet x 2 feet.
• Yard waste may be disposed of
in any type of trash bag, although
each household with regular service
is limited to a total of six bags or
containers per week. The six may
include any combination of trash and
yard waste, as long as the total does
not exceed six containers.
For low-volume service
• Limbs must be placed in lowvolume trash container.
• Yard waste must be co-mingled
with regular trash and fit inside the
35-gallon trash container.
For more information, check the
township’s website at
www.butlertownship.com
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Leaf Pickup Season
is Here
Leaf pickup in Butler Township runs through December
15, 2020. Simply leave your leaf bags out for pickup on
your regular trash-service day.
Please do not rake or blow your leaves into the street or
gutters, as they will not be picked up from there and will
potentially cause future storm drainage issues.
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