
You’re invited to join the celebration!

Sunday, October 8 from 10am - 5pm
at Aullwood Farm, 9101 Frederick Pike
We’re planning a party that’s been 200 years in the making. The Butler 
Township Bicentennial Festival will be jam-packed with entertainment, food trucks 
and fun for all ages. Kids will enjoy face painting, arts and crafts, draft horses and skits 
about nature. 

	      We will also be pouring the brand new “Butler Township Bicentennial  
	      Ale,” created and brewed by Hairless Hare Brewery in honor of the  
	     township’s 200 years. 

Outdoor Entertainment Schedule 

10:00 am – 11:00 am: Ashley Martin 
11:20 am – 12:50 pm: Nightflyer 
1:10 pm – 2:10 pm: Eric Jerardi Band 
2:40 pm – 4:45 pm: Hey There Morgan

Children’s Entertainment 

12:30 & 1:30 pm: Nature show by Aullwood 
Naturalist Chris Rowlands

For more information about our bicentennial celebration, please 
call Butler Township at (937) 898-6735.
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Clear skies and bright August sunshine brought out about 60 cars and a nice, big crowd for 
the fourth annual Cruise-In to Butler Township. A collaborative effort of the township and the 
Vandalia-Butler Chamber of Commerce, the event has become more than a car show: It’s also a 
community fundraiser for a different local charity each year.

This year’s selection was the Vandalia First Baptist Church’s Food4Kids program, which provides 
backpacks with simple meals for kids in need to eat on weekends, when other assistance is not 
available. All $550 in donations and raffle revenues went to the program.

Thanks to the local business sponsors who made it possible to give t-shirts and goody bags to all 
participants. This year’s sponsors included DayAir Credit Union, MidUSA Credit Union, Universal 
1 Credit Union, Dayton Firefighters Federal Credit Union, Digital Cowboy, Four Infinity Ink and 
Threads and Red Lion Inn and Suites.

Cars cruise in for a cause
PHOTO CREDIT: Justin Spivey Photography

The Service Department put into service a new dump truck this summer, replacing a 17-year-old vehicle 
that had had continual maintenance problems. The $148,539 cost of the new truck includes necessary 
equipment and accessories and was part of the department’s five-year capital purchase plan. 

In service to 
his country

Officer John Ashworth of the Butler Township 
Police Department, has just returned home from 
active military duty with the U.S. Navy in the 

Middle East.

Everyone around Butler Township has 
been excited to welcome home Officer 
John Ashworth, a 12-year veteran of the 
Butler Township Police Department who 
has just returned from 20 months of 
active military service in the Middle East.

Officer Ashworth has served in the U.S. 
Navy for 19 years and was deployed 
with Coastal Riverine Squadron 8 to the 
Persian Gulf in January 2016 in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom. He was 
due back late last year, but was mobilized 
a second time to various Middle East 
locations with Coastal Riverine Squadron 
3, as a part of Operation Spartan Shield. 

“We’re proud of Officer Ashworth’s 
continued service to others and ecstatic 
he has returned safely to his family and 
us,” said Township Administrator Erika 
Vogel. “A grateful community says ‘thank 
you’ and ‘welcome home!’” 

New Dump Truck on the Road
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New Service Department leader

New to Butler Township is Service Department 
Director Jeff Barnett. He comes to his new 
position from the city of Kettering, where he 
served as a street department supervisor. 

Prior to his eight years with Kettering, Jeff 
worked in the tool and die industry. He also 
served in the United States Marine Corp, 
attached to the Washington, D.C.-based 
Marine Security Forces.

Jeff and his wife, Debbie, live in Germantown 
with their four children. When he’s not 
at work, he enjoys spending time with his 
family, kayaking, horseback riding, hunting, 
hobby farming and getting involved with his 
children’s sports and activities. 

New Service Department worker on board

Stephen “Joey” Wilkerson joined the Service Department as the newest service worker in July. He 
most recently worked in the city of Fairborn’s Water and Sewer Department and was excited for 
the Butler Township opportunity because he has family living in the area.

Joey currently lives in Miamisburg and enjoys spending time outdoors, hunting and fishing. In 
addition to his government background, Joey also has excavation and farming experience.

Willowbrook subdivision improvements

Service Department Roundup

The final phase of the Willowbrook Subdivision improvement project was completed this 
summer, giving the neighborhood a facelift. Over the past two years, the entire subdivision 
– including Benchwood Road, Autumn Ridge Road, Silver Rock Avenue, Walnut Ridge Road, 
Creekview Circle, Honeycutt Circle, Cedar Cliff Circle and Del Ray Avenue – has seen new asphalt 
and concrete repairs. 

The original engineer’s estimate for the project was over $1 million. However, with bidding out 
the necessary concrete work and partnering with the county on the asphalt improvements, the 
total project cost was reduced to approximately $545,000. 

Supervisor retires after 
40 years

C. Douglas Brunk retired from Butler 
Township on August 31 after 40 years of 
dedicated service. Doug’s township career 
began in 1977, when he was hired as a 
laborer making $4 per hour. He worked 
his way up in leadership roles and had 
held the title of Service Department 
supervisor for the past 10 years. 

“Doug has been an exemplary employee 
for Butler Township,” said Township 
Administrator Erika Vogel. “He has made 
significant contributions to our roadway 
maintenance and services, residents’ 
safety and welfare, and the department’s 
leadership. We wish him the best!” 

Doug lives in Huber Heights with his 
wife, Mary, and plans to enjoy retirement 
riding his bike, racing and spending time 
in Florida.

Trustees honor longtime Service Department 
employee Doug Brunk upon his retirement. 

Pictured here: (l to r) Trustee Ken Betz, 
Township Administrator Erika Vogel, 

Trustee Mike Lang, Doug Brunk, Trustee Joe 
Flanagan, Fiscal Officer Mark Adams.
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