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Celebrating 20 Years 
of This Publication

Service Department News
Signs of the Times
In 2020, the township worked with a consultant to freshen up its branding, including an updated 
township logo. You may have noticed recently that township crews have replaced older township 
limit signs with new signs that feature the updated logo. The next phase of the project will 
involve incorporating the new logo in facility signage and on township vehicles. 

New Face in the Service Department 
Jeremy Henry was hired last fall as a service worker in 
the Butler Township Service Department. A life-long 
Dayton-area resident and Northridge High School 
graduate, he has held public works positions with 
Jefferson Township and the city of Dayton.  

“Jeremy’s skills and confidence level really stand out,” 
said Service Department Director Jeff Barnett. “We’re 
excited to have him working with us.” 

Looking for a Summer Job?
Seasonal employees are needed 
for grass cutting and road 
maintenance. 

Interested? Find the application at 
butlertownship.com or call  
937-890-1218.

More Resources Coming for Water-Contamination Analysis
In late 2020, Butler Township was 
informed by the Ohio Department of 
Health (ODH) that sampling of drinking 
water from  Aullwood Farm Discovery 
Center in Butler Township, had 
detected contaminants known as PFAS 
(per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances). 
Following additional private well 
sampling, a Citizen Advisory was issued 
by ODH, identifying the impacted area.

To resolve the contamination at 
Aullwood, the Ohio EPA issued funding 
to the City of Union to install a new 
water line down Martindale and 
Frederick Pike. Butler Township is 
offering to pay the tap-in fee, charged 
by Union, for residents who wish to 
connect to this new line.

Over the past several months, the 
township has been communicating 
with residents on private wells in the 
Citizen Advisory Area, as identified by 
ODH. The trustees voted to dedicate 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funds for additional studies and 
testing, and the township conducted a 
survey of impacted residents, to better 
determine the scope of the issue.

Now, we want to ensure that all of the 
residents within the recommended 

well-testing area (pink area identified 
by ODH) have the ability to test their 
wells. Early this year, the township 
entered into an agreement with 
Montgomery County that will bring 
more resources to bear on this issue. 
The agreement’s goal is to identify 
the extent of water contamination 
and develop a cohesive response 
for the impacted area. The township 
and the county will hire a consultant 
to conduct additional testing in the 
recommended well-testing area, in 
order for the township to determine 
next steps. We will keep you 
informed as we navigate this project.

For more information, visit 
butlertownship.com/community-
water-contamination-issue.

ODH 
Citizen 
Advisory 
Map
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Cops and Kids Shop for Christmas
December saw 15 kids from the local school district join Butler Township and 
Vandalia police officers for the longstanding holiday program, Christmas with 
Cops, at the Benchwood Station Walmart.  

Fire Department 
News

Police Department News

Firefighter Returns to Township

The fire department has hired 
Firefighter/Paramedic Dave Force 
to fill a recent vacancy. He began 
his career in 2001 as a Butler 
Township firefighter/EMT and 
became a paramedic in 2014. He 
took a full-time position with the 
city of Riverside in 2016.

“We’re glad to welcome Dave 
back as he brings a great deal 
of knowledge and 22 years of 
experience to our department,” 
said Fire Chief Dan Alig.  

Grant Pays for Critical 
Equipment

The Butler Township Fire 
Department has used a $50,000 
FEMA grant to replace a 23-year-
old breathing air compressor 
and 15-year-old fill station. This 
equipment is vital to the fire 
service because it’s used to fill the 
self-contained breathing apparatus 
cylinders used by firefighters. 

The township paid a 5% local 
match toward the purchase.  

Citizens’ Police Academy to Return
Planning is underway for a Joint Citizens’ Police Academy 
by the Butler Township and Vandalia Police departments 
this spring. Check the township’s website and the police 
department’s Facebook page for updates. 

Meet a Cop for Coffee, Convos
Have a police-related question, issue or suggestion?

Bring your ideas to our new outreach program, Coffee 
with a Cop, held at the Miller Lane Winans the first 
Tuesday of every month, from 9-10:30 a.m. Police Chief 
John Porter and department staff will be on hand to 

discuss issues, needs and community trends with residents and businesses.

Be sure to check the township’s website or the police department’s Facebook 
page for event updates and changes.

Police Prepared to Assist
The Butler Township Police Department recently 
purchased several new automatic external defibrillators, 
which are now available to officers during their shifts. 
These devices, adaptable for children and infants, are 
used in an emergency to restore a normal heartbeat.

“Our officers are often dispatched to assist on medical 
and fire calls and are usually the first to arrive,” said 
Chief John Porter. “These defibrillators ensure they have 
the proper tools to assist until the paramedics arrive.” 

All officers also receive emergency first aid training  
and recertification every year.



Thank You for Your Service 

Mike Lang and Ken Betz recently 
received proclamations for their 
dedicated service as Butler Township 
trustees. Mike served 12 years and 
Ken served five years. Pictured here: 
(l-r) Trustee Ken Betz, Fiscal Officer 
Greg Brush and Trustee Mike Lang.

Township News
Connect with Hyper-Reach
Butler Township subscribes to the Hyper-Reach notification system, a 
service that allows residents and businesses to receive official text or phone 
notifications of emergency situations, tornado warnings, road closures, trash 
service delays, events and more. 
To enroll and set up your preferences, visit the township’s website, scroll to the 
bottom of the page and click on the Hyper-Reach link.  

Events Around the Township 
April 16: Easter Egg Hunt – Vandalia Rec Center 11 a.m.
June 4: Shred Day – Document shredding for township residents – 3510  
Sudachi Dr. 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
July 3: Star Spangled Celebration – Vandalia Rec Complex 7 p.m.
August 2: National Night Out – Stonespring  6-8 p.m.
August 5: Cruise-In to Butler Township – York Commons & Commerce  
Center Dr. 4-8 p.m.
October 1: Party in the Park – Art Van Atta 12-7 p.m.

Township Welcomes Two New Trustees
Bryson Jackson and Mike Thein were 
elected Butler Township trustees in 
November. They join Trustee President 
Missy Pruszynski and Fiscal Officer 
Gregory Brush to comprise the 
township’s elected officials.

Trustee Jackson is an administrative 
pastor with an emphasis on youth 
ministry and worship at First Grace 
Church and an on-call teacher with the 
Vandalia-Butler school system. 

“I want residents to know that I love 
this community and am driven to take 
care of our residents,” he said. “I don’t 
answer to anyone outside of Butler 
Township. It’s all about them.”

His goals as a trustee are to represent 
the township with professionalism and 
compassion, ensure the township’s 
needs are addressed at the county 
and state levels and continue making 
improvements to the township’s 
business district. He also wants to 
help residents better understand the 
uniqueness of the township form of 
government. 

“Township government is different. 
It takes creativity to address the 
challenges we have,” he said. 
“Residents need to set their 
expectations accordingly and buy into 

being a part of the solution.”

Trustee Thein is owner of Thein 
Financial Group, which focuses on 
personal and corporate financial 
planning as well as group-benefits 
consulting. 

“My family and I are very community-
oriented,” said Thein, who has served 
on the township’s budget committee 
and board of zoning appeals, as well 
as being board chair of the Butler 
Township Chamber of Commerce for 
20 years. “My service as a trustee is 
an extension of that. We’re all about 
Butler Township.”

The new trustee’s goal is to serve with 
integrity and honesty and to focus 
on financial issues, as befitting his 
background in finance. Toward that 
end, he feels it’s important that people 
know the township is on firm financial 
footing. 

“Township government and 
administration has done a great job 
of managing its finances,” he said. 
“We need to make sure residents 
know that, and know about all the 
other good things that are happening 
here. There is no such thing as over-
communicating.”

Mike Thein

Bryson Jackson
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Thinking Ahead: The Sudachi Gateway Plan
Even though no developers have 
zeroed in on the 20 acres at the 
intersection of North Dixie and 
Sudachi drives, when the inevitable 
interest comes, Butler Township will 
be ready. The township created the 
Sudachi Gateway Plan to ensure any 
project there will incorporate elements 
to make the area an attractive 
destination for township residents.

The Sudachi Gateway Concept Plan 
is a joint project that includes Butler 
Township, the Vandalia-Butler School 
District and property owner SLM3 
Properties, LLC. It is designed to steer 
desirable developments that would 
improve residents’ quality of life. 

The concept plan incorporates a 
residential component to the west 
to encourage potential developers to 

create a buffer between 
the existing residential 
uses to the west and any 
commercial uses along 
North Dixie Drive. Other 
plan elements include 
landscaped areas or 
outdoor seating at each 
corner to provide a focal 
point along North Dixie 
and a civic green space 
and parking area across 
from the Government 
Center for use by patrons 
and area employees. 

Any development plans will have 
to meet zoning regulations for the 
current “Local Commercial Service” 
zoning district and specific design 
guidelines for the North Dixie Corridor. 
If a proposal does not meet these 

standards, a public meeting will occur 
so residents have the opportunity to 
view the proposal and provide input. 

At this time, no development proposals 
have been submitted. 
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Township Trustee meetings are held at the Township Meeting Hall, 3780 Little York Rd.
• Workshop meetings: Second Tuesday of the month - 6 p.m.
• Regular meetings: Fourth Tuesday of the month - 6 p.m.


