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State of the Township: It’s Better in Butler 
A 4.8% population increase. A 7.3% 
revenue increase. New developments 
and plans in place. A new brand. And a 
pandemic weathered.

Indeed, it’s better in Butler.

These and other important metrics 
were shared recently when Butler 
Township’s elected officials and staff 
evaluated the “state of the township.” 
Additional highlights included these:

• Expenditures in 2021 were $13.5 
million, up from $10.5 million in 2020. 
This is also due largely to the township 
paying off a bond in the amount of 
$1.6 million, thus alleviating all general 
township obligated debt.

• Revenue was at $13.3 million, up 
from $12.4 million in 2020.

• The township saw a 4.8% increase in 
population from the 2020 census, with 
the population now at 8,269 residents.

• There are now more than 100 
businesses in the Benchwood Station 
Business District, which generates over 

$3.4 million in property and income tax 
revenue each year.

• The township brand and 
communications efforts continue 
to roll out, with a fresh logo, a new 
mobile-friendly website, renaming of 
the business district to Benchwood 
Station and an increased social media 
presence with new township Facebook 
and Instagram pages.

• Fire and EMS runs were up 12% and 
police calls were up 15% overall. 

• Fire, Police and Service all increased 
staffing by one employee, to better 
serve township residents.

• The Service Department’s road 
improvements – which range from 
$250,000 to $300,000 annually – 
included five roads and approximately 
$70,000 in concrete sidewalk, apron 
and curb repairs.

2022 is off to a similarly strong start. 
We’ll be sharing all the great news with 
you as the year progresses.

Shred Day 
Coming
Here’s your opportunity to securely 
discard documents with personal 
and sensitive information.

Butler Township is once again 
partnering with DayAir Credit 
Union for a FREE document 
shredding service for all Butler 
Township residents on Saturday, 
June 4, 2022, from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m., at the Township Government 
Center, 3510 Sudachi Dr. 

• The service is drive-up and 
contact-free. Township staff will 
unload boxes from your vehicle.

• Business document shredding is 
NOT permitted.

• There is no need to remove 
paper clips and staples.

• Confidentiality is assured. Trucks 
are on site and material is directly 
loaded into the shredder.

Questions? Please contact Butler 
Township at 937-898-6735.

ButlerTownship.com



Fire Department News Police Department News
Life-Saving Device Free to Residents 

A huge “thank you” goes out to the Firefighters & 
Company Federal Credit Union for its generosity again this 
year in providing carbon monoxide detectors to protect 
residents in Butler Township and other communities. The 
devices are distributed by local fire departments.

Carbon monoxide, a colorless, odorless and tasteless gas 
produced by burning gasoline, wood, propane, charcoal or 
other fuel, can cause serious illness or even death.

If you are a Butler Township resident and would like a 
free carbon monoxide detector, please contact the fire 
department at 937-890-2491. Staff is available to help 
with installation, if needed.  

Skilled, Rapid Response Saves Stroke Victim 

The decisive actions of two Butler Township firefighters 
who responded to a medical emergency at the Dayton 
Airport led to a remarkable outcome for one patient. 

Firefighter/Paramedic Brent Gallup and Firefighter/EMT 
Jim Anderson arrived at the scene, quickly assessed the 
medical emergency and while enroute, contacted the 
emergency room physician at Miami Valley Hospital to 
initiate the “Stroke Alert” protocol.  

As a result of their outstanding care and rapid, detailed 
notification, the patient experienced the fastest time 
ever recorded from entering the hospital to definitive 
treatment. The total time from the onset of symptoms 
was within one hour, and the patient was subsequently 
discharged, fully recovered.

For their outstanding work, firefighters Gallup and 
Anderson were honored at a recent Butler Township 
trustees’ meeting by the Premier Health Care/Miami 
Valley Hospital Stroke Team.  

Coffee with a Cop
Bring your ideas, suggestions and questions to Winan’s 
coffee shop at Benchwood Station for Coffee with a Cop. 
When this outreach program returned in April after a brief 
hiatus, officers from Butler Township and Vandalia were 
on hand to discuss 
neighborhood issues, 
crime trends and 
residents’ questions.
Coffee with a Cop 
will continue at the 
Benchwood Station 
Winan’s, from 9 - 10:30 
a.m., the first Tuesday 
of every month. Hope 
you’ll join us on June 7, 
July 5 and August 2.

New Face in the Police Department
The newest officer in the Butler Township Police 
Department comes to the job with more than 10 years of 
law-enforcement experience. Officer Chad Cottongim, who 
previously worked with the University of Dayton and Perry 
Township police departments, will soon be assigned to  
road patrol. 
Chad’s hobbies include playing the bass guitar, camping, 
golfing and motorcycling. An avid Star Wars fan, he is a 
member of the 501st Legion Star Wars Costume Group.  
“We’re pleased to have someone with Chad’s experience 
join our rank and file,” said Police Chief John Porter. 

Have a Bigger Yard Cleanup? 
Butler Township has made arrangements for residents to dispose of brush and 
limbs for free. Harris Sod and Seed Recycling Center provides this service to 
Butler Township residents. No contractors, please. Here are the details:
Where: Harris Sod & Seed Recycling Center, 8890 Dog Leg Rd. in Vandalia
When: Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturday 8:30 a.m. to  
12 p.m.
Items NOT accepted:
• Contractor waste
• Grass clippings
• Thatch
• Sod

Thanks to Harris Sod & Seed for providing this service. 

What to Do with 
My Yard Waste?

CO detectors donated by Firefighters & Company Federal 
Credit Union. Pictured here: (l-r) Fire Chief Dan Alig, As-
sistant Chief Steve Stein, Kevin Messer, Cole Quillen, Tom 
Janowiecki and Captain Adam Marchal.

Fire Department/EMS recognized for excellence. Pictured 
here: (l-r) Chief Dan Alig, Lieutenant Tyler Ullery, Firefighter/

Paramedic Brent Gallup, Captain Chris Batz and Premier 
Health Care staff.

Service Department News
Township Roads Resurfaced
Butler Township’s road resurfacing projects were recently 
completed by Barrett Paving. The $275,000 program 
included the following nine roadways in the township:
Wild Cherry Drive
Old Country Road
Green Acres Drive (Yorkshire Drive to Brantford Road)
Yorkshire Drive (Fernside Court to Brantford Road)
Cricket Lane
Norita Court
Broerman Court
Towncenter Drive
Singing Ridge Boulevard (Little York Road to  
Tangletree Court)

To benefit from the lower pricing achieved through group 
purchasing, Butler Township partners every year with 
the Montgomery County Engineer’s Office and other 
jurisdictions to solicit bids for the resurfacing program.

It’s tempting to blow leaves and 
grass to the street; but this cleanup 
approach is not permitted in Butler 
Township.

The reason? When yard debris 
ends up in storm water drains, it 
clogs pipes and impedes drainage. 
This can lead to flooding of streets 
and properties and contamination 
of wildlife, aquatic habitats and 
drinking water. 

Yard waste may be disposed of 
with your regular trash if it fits 
within the container(s) allotted for 
your service level.

Pictured here: (l-r) Officer 
Jim Hawkins, Winan’s 

Manager Katie Birdwell 
and Officer John  

Ashworth

• Dirt
• Rocks
• Root balls
• Concrete or other construction   
   materials and waste
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Annexation: Township Strives to Reduce Its Impact
Annexation has been an ongoing 
struggle for Ohio’s 1,308 townships. 
Butler Township is no exception: 
thousands of acres have been annexed 
from Butler Township over the past 
several decades. 

In most cases, annexation makes 
it impossible for the township to 
promote orderly, resident-friendly 
development because these areas 
are no longer under our jurisdiction. 
Annexation is often pursued by a 
landowner to circumvent township 
zoning restrictions or pursue city 
utilities or services. Annexation also 
deprives the township of tax revenue 
through new development, which is 
problematic because townships, unlike 
other local government forms, have 
limited funding streams.

Ohio law makes townships powerless 
to stop annexation; but that hasn’t 
prevented Butler Township from 
seeking ways to reduce its impact. 

“The key is collaboration with other 
jurisdictions, as we have done with 
the cities of Dayton and Vandalia,” said 
Township Administrator Erika Vogel. 

Dayton, Vandalia and Butler Township 
already have Joint Economic 
Development Districts, so collaborating 
in the area of new development is 
a logical extension. Through these 
agreements, we have worked together 
on developments and infrastructure 
improvements to ensure the needs of 
each jurisdiction are considered and 
agreed to revenue-sharing to protect 
township boundaries when annexation 
has been sought. 

“While Butler Township would rather 
not have its land annexed, this type of 
collaboration represents a next-best 
scenario for us,” Vogel said.

The worst-case scenario is when the 
acquiring jurisdiction does not include 
the township in its planning and opts 
not to work together. Even in that 
situation, the township has been able 
to limit annexation to some extent 
through its work with Dayton and 
Vandalia. Thankfully, there isn’t much 
land left to be annexed in this fashion. 

The township will keep you apprised 
on annexation situations as they 
arise and will continue to encourage 
collaboration with our neighbors, 
whenever possible.

Township Trustee meetings are held at the Township Meeting Hall, 3780 Little York Rd.
• Workshop meetings: Second Tuesday of the month - 6 p.m.
• Regular meetings: Fourth Tuesday of the month - 6 p.m.


