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Businesses Investing in Township
With expansions and investments 
under way, Butler Township businesses 
demonstrate they are robust and 
thriving. Here are the most recent 
examples:

Chick-Fil-A 
This popular eatery in Benchwood 
Station has addressed its drive-
thru traffic issues by purchasing an 
adjoining property to make room for 
a double, circulating drive-thru that 
can handle more than 50 cars. The 

parking lot will also be expanded, and 
company officials have proposed plans 
for building modifications. 

U-Haul Storage 
Seven acres of land at the north end of 
Miller Lane, vacant for 10 years since 
the demolition of an old hotel, will be 
home to a U-Haul Storage facility that 
will offer indoor self-storage. 

Woodspring Suites North 
Newly opened at the north end of 

Kids Enjoy Christmas with Cops
Christmas was made brighter for 
20 Vandalia-Butler School District 
students who had the help of Butler 
Township and Vandalia police officers 
to do their holiday shopping earlier 
this month.

Thanks to the generosity of Walmart 
at Benchwood Station and some 
local residents, the youngsters 

participated in an annual tradition, the 
Christmas with Cops program. Officers 
helped each child pick out some 
needed clothing items and small gifts 
for themselves. Walmart also provided 
drinks and snacks for the children.

The event was coordinated by Butler 
Township’s Sgt. Amy Carr and  
Walmart staff.

Miller Lane, Woodsprings Suites North 
is an extended-stay hotel featuring 
furnished suites and full kitchens.

Hampton Inn and Suites 
On November 3, township officials 
joined Hampton Inn and Suites for 
a grand remodeling celebration and 
ribbon-cutting. A prime destination 
for travelers since 2005, Hampton Inn 
is newly renovated and promises to 
attract visitors to Benchwood Station 
for years to come.    

The ribbon is cut to celebrate the renovation of Hampton Inn and Suites.
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Electric Program Can  
Save You Money

Benchwood Station Plans Evolve

Looking to save a little money (and who isn’t!)? Consider 
enrolling in Butler Township’s government aggregation 
program, where you can pay lower rates for electricity.

Electric aggregation allows citizens to benefit from group 
buying power. Through this program – approved by voters 
in 2016 – township residents and businesses can receive 
preferred rates on their electric bills. Currently, these 
rates are 4.76 cents per kWh for residents and 4.55 cents 
per kWh for businesses. The rates are guaranteed through 
August 2023.

You can also compare supplier rates at  
energychoice.ohio.gov to ensure you’re getting the best 
rate available. 

Signing up is easy, and you can do  
so at any time. Simply contact  
Dynegy at 888-682-2170 with  
the account holder’s name,  
address and account number  
on the AES Ohio (formerly  
DP&L) electricity bill. You can  
also cancel participation at  
any time at no charge. 

Find more information on the  
township’s website at  
butlertownship.com/services/ 
electric-aggregation.

Plans for the rebranding and infrastructure improvements 
to Benchwood Station continue to evolve, as stakeholders 
weigh in through the township’s public involvement efforts.

Benchwood Station – informally known as Miller Lane – is 
an important revenue generator for the township, providing 
more than $2.5 million in revenue annually, through hotel 
tax, Joint Economic Development Zone (JED-Z) income 
tax and Tax Increment Financing (TIF) districts. These 
revenue sources provide funding for township services and 
improvements within the district.

The roadway improvements for Miller Lane were originally 
proposed in 2021. Recently township trustees met in a 
work session to discuss the results of stakeholder meetings 
and a survey the township conducted during the public 
input process. Based on this feedback, the trustees have 
decided to move forward with a new, revised scope for the 
Benchwood Station improvements. 

Snow and Ice Control
The Butler Township Service Department begins snow 
removal and ice control measures when it appears the 
weather will create unsafe road conditions. Plowing starts 
after a snowfall of two inches. The department prioritizes the 
most heavily traveled roads, as well as those with hills, curves 
and bridges. 

A list of the high priority streets, shoveling tips and more are 
available on the township’s website at butlertownship.com/
services/service-department.

The proposed continuous right, northbound turn onto 
Miller Lane from Benchwood Road and any medians that 
would restrict access to the businesses along the corridor 
have been removed from the proposal. The township 
will continue moving forward with plans that include the 
following elements: 

• Lighting plans and lighting district implementation for the  
   entire Miller Lane corridor  

• Roundabout at Maxton and Miller for traffic calming  
   and aesthetics 

• Full depth pavement repair and resurfacing of existing  
   pavement on Miller Lane, from Benchwood Road to  
   Little York Road  

• Improvements on westbound Benchwood Road for  
   dedicated right turn lane on Commerce Center 

• Consistent landscaping and streetscape enhancements  
   along the entire corridor, including  street trees,  
   landscaping and hardscape 

• Entryway/gateway signage at major intersections

The township is working with the Montgomery County 
Transportation Improvement District  to oversee the design 
and engineering for the Benchwood Station improvements. 
It is anticipated that construction will begin in the first 
quarter of 2024. 



The township welcomes Nathan Farmer as the 
township’s first community planner. The new position 
was established to meet the demands that come with 
residential and commercial growth and development. 

Nathan manages planning, zoning and code 
enforcement and also serve as an economic 
development coordinator. 

“This important position helps ensure quality 
development in the township and keeps residents and businesses informed about 
planning and zoning procedures,” said Township Administrator Erika Vogel. 

Nathan most recently served as the athletic director at Northridge Local Schools 
and also spent four years with Harrison Township working closely with the 
zoning, fire and police departments. He earned a bachelor’s degree from Urbana 
University and a master’s degree from Ohio University. 

“I’m excited about joining the township team,” Nathan said. “In my short time 
here, I’ve learned how deeply residents and businesses care about Butler 
Township. I want to do everything in my power to make it even better.”

Township Hires First Community Planner

Fire Department Promotion
Tyler Mangas has served the Butler County Fire 
Department as a captain since he was hired in 2018.  
After meeting the criteria for the position, including 
the completion of a degree program, he was recently 
promoted to battalion chief.  

Township Welcomes New Employees
Service worker Kyle Humphries joined the Service 
Department this fall. He comes with previous 
experience as a road worker for Jefferson Township 
and other labor positions. Kyle is excited to serve in 
the community he calls home. 

Firefighter/Paramedic Joshua Furlong was hired by 
the fire department to fill a vacancy. He comes to 
the township from the Northeast Champaign County 
Fire District, where he served for six years. With 15 
years of fire/EMS experience, he is a great addition 
to the fire department.  

Police Officer Adam Cruea was sworn in this month. 
He previously served for seven years as a federal 
police officer at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. 
Adam is completing his field training and looks 
forward to meeting the township residents.

Police K9 Zorro Retires
After a successful nine-year career 
with his handler Sgt. Amy Carr 
and 400 deployments leading 
to the arrests of 150 subjects, 
Butler Township’s beloved police 
K9, Zorro, has retired. He will live 
out his retirement years with Sgt. 
Carr and her family. The police 
department will select a new 
handler and K9 in early 2023.. 

The Christian Life Center made 
a generous donation toward the 
purchase of Zorro’s successor and 
related equipment. If you would 
like to make a donation to be used 
solely for the new K9, K9 cruiser 
and equipment, please send it to 
Butler Township Police, Attn: K9 
Unit, 3510 Sudachi Dr., Dayton 
OH 45414. 

Zorro and  
    his handler,  
       Sgt. Amy Carr

Fire Chief Dan Alig, Battalion Chief Tyler Mangas and Assistant Chief Steve Stein.
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Water Contamination Update
In coordination with Butler Township, 
Montgomery County Environmental 
Services entered into a contract with 
the environmental consulting firm 
Bennett and Williams Inc. to develop 
and administer a sampling program 
of free well testing to residents 
within the Recommended Well 
Sampling Area, as designated by the 
Ohio Department of Health and  
the Ohio EPA on the Citizen  
Advisory Map. 

This comes after Butler Township 
residents were informed by the 
Ohio Department of Health in late 
October 2021 that sampling of 
drinking water from Aullwood Farm 
Discovery Center had detected 
contaminants known as PFAS (per- 
and polyfluoroalkyl substances). 

Used in many consumer goods, PFAS 
are a group of manmade chemicals 
that can enter a drinking water source 
through runoff, spillage or leakage into 
the soil.

All residents in the free sampling area 
were mailed a “pre-project letter” 
in late August. It provided testing 
program details and notification of two 
public meetings held in September, 
as well as an explanation of how to 
sign up for free well testing and more 
information about the health effects 
associated with PFAS contamination. 
The recorded meetings and additional 
resources, such as the health effects 
information and contingency plan for 
water treatment and bottled water, 
can be found on the township’s 

website at butlertownship.com/
administration/township-videos/
water-contamination-issue. 

As this newsletter goes to press, 
just over 50% of residents in the 
Recommended Well Sampling Area 
have signed up for free well testing, 
which is planned for completion 
by the end of the year. Once the 
results have been evaluated and 
recommendations made, the 
township will determine the plan  
of action.

“We are thankful to Montgomery 
County for providing the technical 
assistance for this program and the 
opportunity for residents to learn 
if their water is safe to consume, 
without the financial burden of the 
testing,” said Township Administrator  
Erika Vogel.

Township Trustee meetings are held at the Township Meeting Hall, 3780 Little York Rd.
• Workshop meetings: Second Tuesday of the month - 6 p.m.
• Regular meetings: Fourth Tuesday of the month - 6 p.m.

Be sure to check the  
township’s website for changes 
to meeting dates and times.


