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Fall 2025

Butler Township invites the entire 
Vandalia-Butler community to our 
annual fall celebration, Party in the Park, 
on Saturday, October 4, from noon to 
6:00 p.m., at Art Van Atta Park, 3180 
Benchwood Rd.

Come enjoy our free family-friendly 
festival that offers something for 
everyone! Enjoy delicious food from 
a variety of food trucks, domestic and 
craft beers, and plenty of activities for 
kids of all ages—including pumpkin 
picking and painting, tractor-pulled 
wagon rides, a petting zoo, face 
painting, games, and more. New this 

year, families can even explore a straw 
bale maze.

Live Music All Afternoon
•Noon–2:00 p.m. | Heath Bowling
A Dayton musician performing crowd-
pleasing hits that span rock, grunge, 
and country.

•2:30–6:00 p.m. | TRUK
This Dayton-based band brings high 
energy with a fun, sing-along country 
mix of originals and covers. 

For updates and event details, follow us 
on Facebook at @BTPartyinthePark 
or visit butlertownship.com.

It’s a Party and You’re Invited! 
Party in the Park Returns Saturday, October 4

Fun, Food, and Fall Favorites! 
Celebrate the Season at Vandalia Fall Festival – October 11

The City of Vandalia welcomes 
everyone to join us for one of our most 
popular family events—the Vandalia 
Fall Festival, Saturday, October 11, from 
noon to 6 p.m., at the Vandalia Sports 
Complex.

The festival promises a full day of fun, 
food, and fall favorites. Hop on for a 
hayride looping through the Sports 
Complex, dive into the corn pit, and 
watch kids bounce and play in the 
inflatable activity zones. Stop by 

the pumpkin patch to pick out a fall 
decoration or snap a photo.

A wide variety of food trucks will be on-
site, offering everything from savory eats 
to seasonal snacks.

Admission is free, and plenty of parking 
is available at the Sports Complex. 
Grab your family, invite your friends, 
and join us for a day full of autumn fun 
in Vandalia!
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The Butler Township Board of Trustees 
has voted to place the issue of Limited 
Home Rule (LHR) before Butler Township 
voters on the November 4 ballot. While 
only township residents will vote on this 
measure, we want to share this information 
with the entire community so everyone 
understands the issue.

The LHR question comes down to whether 
or not township residents want to provide 
their elected officials with more flexibility to 
address residents’ concerns. In short, LHR 
townships can do more in this regard.

In Ohio, townships are either statutory 
(regular) or Limited Home Rule (LHR). 
Butler Township is currently a statutory 
township, which means its authority is 
limited by state law. Larger and more 
developed townships often adopt Limited 
Home Rule because it gives their elected 
officials more flexibility to respond to local 
issues. While LHR townships do not have 
all the powers of a city or village, they can 
do more to address residents’ needs than a 
regular township.

LHR townships can pass nuisance and 
public safety resolutions for matters like 

noise, property maintenance, and transient 
vendors and solicitors; and they can more 
efficiently and promptly enforce them 
through civil fines. They can also hire 
independent engineers to work on road 
projects, helping to support and steer 
projects more efficiently.

LHR townships are also viewed differently 
under state law, which can offer additional 
protections from state-level decisions, 
further helping to maintain local control in 
the township.

It’s important to note that LHR 
does not give townships unlimited 
authority. Townships cannot regulate 
hunting, trapping, fishing, or firearms. They 
cannot impose new taxes without a vote by 
residents. And they cannot create criminal 
offenses or impose criminal penalties.

This election day, Butler Township residents 
will decide whether to adopt Limited Home 
Rule. If passed, the measure will take 
effect January 1, 2026. In the meantime, 
the Township will provide opportunities 
to learn more, including public meetings, 
social media updates, and information on 
the Township website.

Limited Home Rule:  
What It Means for Butler Township

Fall Back
You can look forward to an extra hour of 
sleep as we turn back the clock on Nov. 2. 
And while you’re resetting your clocks,  
                               remember to change the  
                                      batteries in your  
                                         home’s smoke  
                                            detectors.

Beggars’ Night
Halloween trick-or-treating for kids 
in the Vandalia-Butler community will 
take place on Friday, October 31, 
2025, from 6 – 8 p.m. Please leave 
your porch light on if you’ll be handing 
out treats.

A The Vandalia-Butler City School 
District has introduced the newest 
addition to its school safety team: 
School Safety Officer K-9 Niko.

A German Shepherd, Niko will be 
working alongside one of the school 
safety officers to help keep the District’s 
schools safe and drug-free.

“In my first year as superintendent, I 
handled five drug-related discipline 
incidents, all paraphernalia-related. 
Last year, my eighth year, I handled 
37,” Superintendent Rob O’Leary 
said. “The alarming thing is students 
are bringing marijuana to school and 
attempting to use or are actually using 
the drug at school.

“We are a drug-free school, and 
we will do everything we can to 
protect students from making harmful 
decisions and disrupting the learning 
environment for others.”

Niko is highly trained, but also 
friendly, calm, and experienced 
around children and adults. While his 
primary role will be to help detect the 
presence of drugs, increase vigilance, 
and, hopefully, provide a deterrent to 
bringing drugs to school, he will also 
help build positive relationships with 
staff and students, primarily at the high 
school.

New School Safety 
Officer Brings 
Special Skills



Local leaders, community members, and 
City staff gathered recently to cut the 
ribbon for the grand opening of the brand 
new Robinette Park playground. 

The playground’s wide variety of 
accessible elements ensures children of 
all abilities can climb, swing, and play 
together. 

“This is a celebration of community 
partnerships, creative vision, and a shared 
commitment to making Vandalia a great 
place for families,” said Mayor Richard 
Herbst.

At the event, Parks and Recreation Director 
Alicia McCracken shared a heartwarming 
story of a family so impressed with 
Vandalia’s facilities that they are planning 
a move to the city.

The project was funded through a 
combination of grants and partnerships, 
including a state grant for the playground, 
an Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
grant for an accessible restroom, and a 
federal grant for the splash pad that will 
open in 2026. Additional support came 
from the Montgomery County Board 
of Developmental Disabilities Services 
and the Montgomery County Recycling 
Program.

The Last First Day  
To start the new school year, Class 
of 2026 seniors gathered at Butler’s 
Memorial Stadium to watch the sun 
rise on their last first day of school. 
Meanwhile, other students and staff 
have had a fantastic start to the school 
year. 

This is the second school year in 
the new configuration with all-day 
kindergarten and a Labor Day to 
Memorial Day school calendar.  

Ribbon-Cutting Celebrates Playground for All

Two veterans of the Vandalia Parks 
and Recreation Department have been 
appointed to leadership positions: 

Alicia McCracken has been named 
director of the department with its 11 city 
parks, a state-of-the-art recreation center, 
a neighborhood outdoor pool, and a 
championship-style golf course. The new 
role culminates her 25-year journey that 
began when she joined the department 
as a teenager. She has served in positions 
of increasing responsibility, including 
recreation superintendent most recently. 

Aaron Messenger has been promoted 
to recreation superintendent, having served 
over the past seven years as program 
coordinator and facility manager. He 
has been instrumental in growing and 
enhancing community events, such as the 
Vandalia Fall Festival.

“The Parks and Recreation Department is in 
very good hands for many years to come,” 
said City Manager Kurt Althouse. 

Vandalia-Butler City Schools is proud to 
be recognized by the Ohio Department 
of Education and Workforce with all five 
school buildings designated as Purple Star 
schools. The district earned the Purple Star 
status for being military family-friendly and 
providing supports for military-connected 
students. 

The District held a military recognition 
and Purple Star night at a recent football 
game. With support from the Vandalia-
Butler Optimist Club, American Legion Post 
668, and Chick-fil-A, the District hosted a 
tailgate and a special pregame event that 
included a B-25 flyover and 30’x60’ flag 
presented by Purple Star students, their 
families, and community veterans. 

Parks and Rec Promotions 
Department in ‘Very Good Hands’

District Honors 
Those Who Serve

Alicia McCracken, Parks and Recreation Director Aaron Messenger, Recreation Superintendent

Purple Star students, their families, and Vandalia-
Butler community veterans gathered for a Purple Star 
students and Military Appreciation Night.
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A longstanding community partnership 
will bring smiles to the faces of some 20 
local school children and their families 
this holiday season. Butler Township and 
Walmart are preparing once again to 
co-host the annual Christmas with Cops 
event, made possible through a generous 
donation from Walmart and community 
members’ contributions.

The children are paired with police officers 
from the Butler Township and City of 
Vandalia police departments to shop 
for needed clothing and small gifts for 
themselves. After shopping, the children 
enjoy cookies and drinks to celebrate the 
day.

“Christmas with Cops is a chance for 
officers to build positive connections with 
kids while making their holiday a little 
brighter,” said Sergeant Amy Carr, who 
coordinates the event along with Walmart’s 
Loss Prevention staff. 

Butler Township thanks Walmart, the 
Vandalia Division of Police, the Vandalia-
Butler Schools, and all community members 
who contribute to this event each year.

If you wish to contribute to this 
year’s Christmas with Cops, please 
contact Sergeant Carr at acarr@
butlertownship.com. Donations will be 
needed by November 28, 2025.

Township, Walmart Continue 
Christmas Tradition for Kids

Community Contributions Welcome 


