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Shred Day Returns
Shred Day is Saturday, June 14, 
from 8 – 11 a.m., at the Township 
Government Center, 3510 Sudachi Dr. 
Don’t miss this opportunity dispose 
of confidential documents in a secure, 
hassle-free way.

K9 Team: Police Department’s 
Unfair Advantage
Since joining the Butler Township Police Department two years ago, K9 Mando 
and his handler, Officer Colton Streck, have stayed busy making the township – 
and the entire Miami Valley community – safer and more secure.

With Mando’s unique natural abilities and skills learned during specialized 
training, the K9 team has been called into action 356 times. They’ve been 
involved in missing persons cases, drug and narcotics seizures and patrol 
activities that identify and apprehend individuals involved in crimes. 

These deployments in and around Butler Township have resulted in numerous 
seizures of illegal drugs and contraband, including firearms, vehicles and cash 
from drug proceeds.

The Mando-Officer Streck team also supports the efforts of other law-
enforcement agencies, including the FBI, the US Marshalls Office, the 
Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office, Miami Valley Bulk Currency Task Force, 
Miami Valley Human Trafficking Task Force and the Regional Agencies Narcotics 
and Gun Enforcement (RANGE) Task Force. 

Come meet Mando and Officer Streck at the township’s community events, such 
as National Night Out and Party in the Park.

Coffee Talk – With a Cop
As a Butler Township resident 
or business representative, you 
have an open invitation to join 
Chief John Porter and township 
police officers for Coffee with a 
Cop, an opportunity to talk about 
community issues and trends 
informally, over a cup of coffee.  

When: 9:00-10:30 a.m., Tuesday 
June 10

Where: Winan’s Coffee & 
Chocolate, Benchwood Station 

Please be sure to check the 
township’s website and the 
police department’s Facebook 
page (facebook.com/
butlertownshippolice) for possible 
changes to dates, times and 
locations.

ButlerTownship.com



On behalf of the Butler Township 
community, we would like to thank 
the Firefighter and Company Credit 
Union for once again donating carbon 
monoxide detectors to distribute to 
township residents. The credit union 
has for several years been generously 
providing the township and other area 
fire departments with this life-saving 
equipment.  

If you are a township resident who 
needs a carbon monoxide detector, 
please call the Butler Township Fire 
Department at 937-890-2491 or stop 
by Station 88 at 3780 Little York Rd.

Life-Saving Device Yours for the AskingVacation House Checks Available

Meet Our New 
Police Sergeant

Fire Department Sees Staff Changes

Before you travel this season, don’t 
forget to schedule a vacation house 
check with the Butler Township Police 
Department. While you’re gone, an 
officer will periodically stop by your 
home to check that everything is in 
order.

You can register for a vacation house 
check by visiting the township’s 
website or by contacting the dispatch 
center at 937-223-2080. 

Here are additional crime prevention 
measures to consider before you travel:

• Arrange for a close friend or 
family member to check your 
residence frequently while 
you’re gone.

• Consider using light 
timers or have someone 
change the lights 
frequently.

• Cancel newspapers and have 
someone collect your mail daily. Or 
arrange with the post office to hold 
your mail while you’re gone.

• Make sure your lawn is mowed and 
shrubs are cut back. If necessary, 
arrange for lawn mowing to be done 
while you’re gone.

• Let your neighbors know your 
vacation plans and ask that they report 
any suspicious activity.

• Avoid posting about your vacation 
on social media until after you 
return or risk letting everyone 
know you’re gone and your 
home is empty.

The Butler Township Police 
Department recently promoted Jesse 
West from the rank of officer to 
sergeant. Coming to Butler Township 
from the city of Trotwood, Sgt. West, 
a Butler High School graduate, has 10 
years of law enforcement experience 
and has been with the department 
since 2019. 

He is trained as an evidence technician, 
field training officer and detective. 
His prior assignment was as a special 
investigator on the Miami Valley 
Human Trafficking Task Force serving 
as a federal task force officer.  

Prior to law enforcement, Jesse served 
four years with the United States Navy, 
stationed on the USS Harry S. Truman 
aircraft carrier.

After 42 years of dedicated service to Butler Township, 
Assistant Fire Chief Steve Stein retired in December 2024. 
Soon after, Battalion Chief Adam Marchal was promoted to 
assistant chief, and Shon Smith, a fire professional with 22 
years of experience, was hired to fill the vacant battalion 
chief’s position. 

Additional personnel changes include the hiring of Spencer 
Abrams to fill a full-time vacancy and the promotion of 
part-time firefighters Michael Dailey and Timothy Robinson 
to vacant full-time positions. The fire department also hired 
new part-time staff members, including Sheldon Rapp, Lucia 
Pett, Caden Kniesly, Hayden Blanton, Wyatt Manos, Bradely 
Carter and Jones Kanak. 
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New Resolution Regulates 
Door-to-Door Solicitation
The Butler Township Board of 
Trustees has adopted a new 
resolution allowing registered 
vendors to solicit door-to-door 
unless a resident or business has 
posted a “No Solicitation” sign 
on their property. The resolution, 
which was passed to comply with 
changes to the Ohio Revised Code, 
ensures Butler Township is aligned 
with state law while continuing to 
support residents’ right to privacy 
and peace. 

To help residents, the township 
is making available FREE “No 
Solicitation” window clings 
after May 5, 2025, at the Butler 
Township Government Center, 
3510 Sudachi Dr. To be most 
effective, these should be placed 
in a clearly visible location on a 
window or door facing the public 
street. 

The resolution also requires 
that each individual conducting 
solicitation—even if they represent 
the same business—must register 
separately with the Butler 
Township Police Department 
before soliciting. Registration 
includes a $150 fee and is valid for 
90 days. Registrants must provide 
personal and business information, 
wear visible identification and 
comply with all solicitation rules, 
including 
• Soliciting only between 9:00 a.m.  
    and 6:00 p.m. 
• Not entering properties with  
    posted “No Solicitation” signs 
• Not obstructing sidewalks,  
    driveways or roadways 

Any violation of the resolution is 
considered a minor misdemeanor 
and may be referred to the 
Vandalia Municipal Court for 
enforcement. 

For more information, contact 
the Butler Township Police 
Department at 937-890-2671 or 
visit the Government Center.ButlerTownshipPolice

Symptoms of Carbon Monoxide Poisoning

Pictured here (L to R): Firefighter Caden Knisely, Firefighter Michael Dailey and 
Firefighter Sheldon Rapp.

Sgt. Jesse West and Chief John Porter.

Be Prepared for Severe Weather
It’s severe weather season and time to make sure you’re 
prepared. You can brush up on safety tips from the 
township’s Facebook page (@ButlerTownshipOhio) and 
the Ohio Committee for Severe Weather Awareness at 
weathersafety.ohio.gov/home. 

In Butler Township… 
The township has one tornado siren, which is located at the 
Butler Township Government Center on Sudachi Drive. In 
perfect conditions, it covers an approximate 2-mile radius.  

When you hear a siren or receive any other alerts, do not 
delay. You should take shelter immediately and access local 
media as soon as possible to find out more information. 

A siren is just one tool for staying aware of severe weather. 
Here are a few others: 

• Invest in a weather-alert radio. 

• Turn on the emergency alert tab on your smart phone. 

• Download a local weather  
app to your smart phone.  

• To have weather alerts  
sent to your home phone,  
mobile phone or email, sign up  
for Hyper-Reach through the  
QR code here.     



merged into a single event last year to accommodate the Benchwood Station 
construction work, and it was a great success. This year, though, Cruise-In will 
return to the reinvigorated Benchwood Station location on September 12. Party 
in the Park is scheduled for October 4 at Art Van Atta Park, and National Night 
Out will be held August 5. The date for Christmas with Cops is not yet set.

A Plan for the Future
Living our “It’s Better in Butler” slogan demands that the township continues 
to have a unified vision, a solid plan to identify short- and long-term needs 
and provide for orderly, logical growth that puts our residents at the center of 
what we do. Toward that end, in 2024, the township – with robust involvement 
from residents and business owners – updated its comprehensive plan to guide 
development for the coming 10-20 years. The complete plan is available on our 
website.

What’s Next for the Township?  
First and foremost, more of the same. Our job as a municipality is to ensure the 
safety of our residents, provide excellent services, maintain our infrastructure, live 
within our means and create a great environment where residents and businesses 
can thrive. 

The state of Butler Township is excellent. We are excited about our future.

Scan this QR Code or tune in to our YouTube Channel  
@ButlerTownshipOhio to view the State of the  
Township presentation. Scan this QR Code with your smartphone to 

view our comprehensive plan for the future.

2025 State of the Township
Butler Township’s dedicated team of elected officials, 58 
full-time and 15 part-time public servants are working hard 
to make good on our slogan that “It’s Better in Butler.” During 
2024, we showed great progress toward that goal and 
positioned the township for a bright and dynamic future.
Here are the highlights:

Fiscal Health
Our township government continues to live within its means, 
efficiently managing our resources while providing excellent 
services, with an operating budget of slightly more than $13 
million dollars. Creative funding methods derived from new 
developments and the use of American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds allowed the township to invest nearly $8 million 
in capital improvements in 2024.
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Public Safety and Services
In 2024, the Butler Township Police Department responded 
to more than 25,000 calls. The Butler Township Fire 
Department recorded 3,860 responses – the most in its 
history. Our service team oversaw more than $1 million in 
asphalt and concrete improvements to enhance the safety 
and appearance of our roads. Winter was exceptionally busy 
for crews working on snow and ice control; the amount of 
street salt used doubled from last year. Finally, our zoning 
department issued 79 residential and 33 commercial permits.

Limited Home Rule
In 2024, the township decided to ask residents to vote 
on adopting a Limited Home Rule designation that would 
provide Butler Township government with the flexibility to 
address the concerns of residents and businesses. Although 
the ballot was defeated slightly, township leadership still 
believes the LHR designation would bring many positive 
benefits to residents and businesses. 

Business Development
 The township invested $6 million in Benchwood Station, 
including pedestrian and street lighting; a new roundabout 
for traffic calming and beautification; full-depth pavement 
repair and resurfacing on Miller Lane; and landscape, 
streetscape and signage enhancements. The investment 
is already paying off: Three new businesses opened in 
2024, and three more are expected this year. The township 
has also welcomed five new businesses to the Dixie 
Drive corridor, and seen progress on new developments, 
including these: 

Super Wash: Located at 3811 Little York Rd., the car wash 
is now under new ownership that plans to improve the 
site, including fresh paint, new landscaping and parking lot 
repairs.  

Everhome Suites: Construction of this 115-room hotel at 
7030 Miller Ln. will include demolition of the building that 
was previously O’Charley’s. It’s is expected to begin in 
spring/summer 2025.  

The Oaks of Yorkshire: This is third phase of the Yorkshire 
subdivision off Little York Rd. and will include 44 buildable 
lots. Land has been cleared, and construction of the 
infrastructure is expected to take place over the next few 
months. 

Building Community
Last year was filled with rewarding moments of community 
engagement and fun, too. Two of our most popular events 
– Cruise-In to Butler Township and Party in the Park – were 

Meet the New Office Staff at 
the Government Center 
Shelly Robinson has joined the 
Butler Township staff as customer 
service specialist. Shelly was 
previously an office administrator 
for Irongate Realtors. Prior to that, 
she was a dock door coordinator 
for Miami Industrial Trucks. 
Shelly is also a licensed massage 
therapist. 

Sandra Bocanegra has joined 
the township staff as financial 
assistant. Sandra previously 
worked as a property manager 
and business owner and was also 
with the Auditor of State’s Office. 
Sandra has a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting and finance. 

Administrative Staff 
Retirements
In January, we saw the retirements 
of  two longtime employees: 
Financial Assistant Angela Steck, 
with 28 years of service; and Pam 
Luke, with 27 years.

The trustees and staff are grateful 
for their service and wish them 
well in retirement.

Map developed as part of the 2024 comprehensive plan update.



Butler Township residents have 
enjoyed significant savings on their 
electric supply rates since voters first 
approved an electric aggregation 
program in 2016. The last renewal in 
September 2023 has generated a total 
savings of $2.14 million, or an average 
of $270 per household. 

How will electricity rates change?
With the township’s current electric 
supply rate set to expire, the 
township’s aggregation advisor, Trebel, 
has negotiated a new, three-year 
pricing strategy with Archer Energy 
to address anticipated energy rate 
increases. Under this plan, a fixed rate 
of $0.09199 per kWh will begin with 
the June 2025 billing cycle and remain 
in effect through May 2026.  

From June 2026 through May 2028, 
the program will continue with a rate 
structure that adjusts annually based 
on capacity charges. (See “What is 
a Capacity Charge?” below.) These 
capacity charges are set annually and 
effective each June, although the exact 
rates are not yet known. To address 
this uncertainty, Trebel has negotiated 
a base rate with  a provision that 
allows adjustments for actual capacity 
charges for the next two years. This 
approach helps avoid overpaying for 
uncertain future costs while ensuring 
stable generation rates.

Please Note: Residents may temporarily 
return to AES Ohio for one billing cycle 
(May 2025) before switching to the new 
aggregation rate. This brief transition 
ensures you’re placed on the most cost-
effective plan for that month.

How do I enroll in the program?
Residents and small businesses not 
currently under contract with another 
electric supplier, will be automatically 
enrolled in the program. There is no 
cost to participate and residents can 
re-enroll at any time by contacting 
Archer Energy at 844-795-7491.

How do I opt-out of the program?
Residents may opt out of the program 
by returning the Opt-Out Form at 
the bottom of the letter from Archer 
Energy or by calling Archer Energy 
at 844-795-7491, Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

If you prefer not to receive rate 
notifications and opt-out letters from 
the township’s aggregation program, 
you may request to be placed on the 
“Do Not Aggregate” list by visiting: 
https://puco.ohio.gov/utilities/
electricity/resources/electric-do-not-
aggregate-list.

Why electric aggregation matters
Electric aggregation is designed to 
support residents and small businesses 
who may not regularly shop for their 
own electric-supply rates. Although the 
program’s rate may not always be the 
lowest available on the market at any 
given time, the goal is to offer stable, 
predictable pricing that helps shield 
residents from sudden spikes in energy 
costs. By leveraging the buying  
power of the community,  
Butler Township aims to  
provide consistent value  
and peace of mind,  
especially during  
times of market  
volatility.

Service Department 
New Hire
The Service Department’s newest 
full-time employee is a quick 
learner with a knack for all things 
mechanical. Service Worker 
Hunter Maiden previously worked 
for Ortman Well Drilling. We’re 
excited to have him join our team.
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Every year township officials 
assess the condition of township 
roadways to determine if repairs 
are needed to keep them safe 
for motorists and pedestrians. 
These projects are slated for the 
upcoming construction season: 

• Mulberry Road and Engle 
Road will receive new asphalt, 
in coordination with the city 
of Vandalia’s portions of those 
roadways.  

• Concrete repair will take place 
on York Commons Boulevard and 
Commerce Center Drive in the 
Benchwood Station business district. 

• The township will be hiring an engineer to assess the following roadways and 
determine needed improvements: Malina Avenue, Mavie Drive, President Court, 
Abraham Court and Meeker Road from Heathcliff to Frederick Pike.

Bicycle Safety is 
Everyone’s Concern 
Before you or your kids hop on 
your bikes this spring, be sure 
you’ve reviewed the rules of the 
road to help keep the experience 
safe. Here are some tips to 
remember: 

For Riders and Parents  
• Make sure you and your children 
are familiar with traffic laws, as all 
riders must follow the same rules 
as motorists. 

• Be sure to ride single-file in the 
direction of traffic. 

• Stay alert and keep your head 
up, looking around for opening car 
doors and other hazards, such as 
potholes. 

• Always wear a properly fitted 
bicycle helmet. 

• Check your equipment to ensure 
tires and brakes are in good 
working order. 

• Avoid riding at night unless you 
have the proper safety equipment 
such as reflective clothing and a 
light for your bike. 

For Drivers 
• Give cyclists at least three feet 
of clearance while passing or 
approaching. 

• Don’t text, hold a cell phone or 
use any electronic device while 
driving. 

• When parking along a street, 
check your mirrors before exiting 
your vehicle. 

• Slow down and watch for 
children playing and riding their 
bikes, especially in residential 
neighborhoods.

2025 Roadway Improvements Coming

New Pricing Approach for Electric Aggregation

New Equipment Improves Services, Efficiency
Butler Township recently purchased three new pieces of equipment for the 
Service Department to replace old equipment and improve crews’ efficiency in 
keeping roadways safe and attractive. 

• A new hillside mower makes it easier and safer to maintain steep inclines in 
the right-of-way, such as the hillsides along interstates 75 and 70. It will also be 
used occasionally for weed abatement on large properties. Through government 
contract pricing, the mower cost just over $40,000 and was funded through the 
Singing Ridge Tax Increment Financing District fund. 

• A new John Deere stand-on, zero-turn mower will allow crews to more 
efficiently conduct property weed abatements and right-of-way and cemetery 
mowing. The purchase price for the mower was $12,700 from Koenig Equipment 
in Tipp City.  

• The new Freightliner dump truck, purchased in 2024, is a jack-of-all-trades 
that can be used as a dump truck, snowplow or bucket truck. It was purchased 
for $132,529, and paid for from three of the township’s Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) Districts. 

You Might Need 
a Permit for That 
Project
Most improvement projects around 
your property require a permit. 
This includes pools, fences, sheds, 
decks, patios, porches, garages, 
home additions and driveway 
aprons. If you’re unsure if your 
project requires a permit, please 
call the Zoning Office at 937-898-
6735 before you start. All permit 
applications can be found at 
butlertownship.com 

What Is a Capacity Charge? 
A capacity charge is a fee that helps ensure enough electricity is available on 
the grid during times of peak demand. Think of it as an insurance policy that 
helps maintain grid reliability and prevent outages. These charges are based 
on factors like a customer’s Peak Load Contribution (PLC), which reflects 
their highest energy usage during peak periods. Even if you don’t use much 
electricity all the time, this charge helps ensure power is available when you 
need it most. 
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Butler Township enforces its property 
maintenance regulations to help keep 
our community looking beautiful and 
cared for. Check your property for 
these common problems:

• Trash and litter: Collect and dispose 
of all the papers, bags, plastic bottles 
and junk that have collected in the yard 
and around fence lines and hedges.

• Overgrown grass and weeds: Grass 
must be kept below 8 inches in height 
to maintain a well-kept yard and avoid 
receiving violation notices.

• Peeling paint: If the harsh winter has 
taken a toll on painted surfaces, start 
planning to apply that much-needed 
coat of paint.

• Roofs, gutters and downspouts: 
Make sure gutters are free of leaves, 
debris and gaps.

• RVs and boats: Be sure they’re 
parked on a paved surface and behind 
the front foundation, except when 
loading and unloading. 

Have questions? Please contact the 
Zoning Office at 937-898-6735.

Property Maintenance Reminders

FREE Yard Waste Disposal 
Butler Township residents may drop off yard waste (excluding grass clippings, 
thatch, sod, dirt, rocks, concrete or other construction materials) at no charge 
at Harris Sod and Seed, 8890 Dog Leg Rd. Please check the township website 
for hours.

Township Trustee meetings are held at the Township Meeting Hall, 3780 Little York Rd.
• Workshop meetings: Second Tuesday of the month - 5:30 p.m.
• Regular meetings: Fourth Tuesday of the month - 6:00 p.m.

Be sure to check the  
township’s website for changes 
to meeting dates and times.


